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K E following Tract was drawn up at the repeated 
requeſt of a ſew religious friends, who wanted 
ſomething of the kind to give away; for though there 
are many excellent books written for that purpoſe, 
yet ſome are by far too long for the laboring claſs of 
people to find time to read them throughout; others 
are much too ſhort to contain the whole ſyſtem of re- 
ligion, or to be uſeful to the ſtate and caſe of each 
particular reader; and moſt of them in ſome places 
and expreſſions are above the capacities of the poor. 
Theſe inconveniencies I have endeavoured as much as 
poſlible to guard againſt, as well by ſtudying plainneſs 
rather than elegance, as by trying to comprize all the 
eſſential points of Chriſtianity in as ſmall a compals as 
I could ; that ſo the reader might not, on the one hand, 
be left ignorant of any of thoſe truths which concern his 
everlaſting ſalvation ; and on the other, might not have 
his mind burdened and puzzled, nor his time taken 
up by any needleſs prolixity. I have alſo attempted 
to ſuit the piece to the various ſtates of thoſe into whoſe 
hands it may come, in hopes it may prove a word in 
ſeaſon to alarm the careleſs, to undeceive the formal 
and ſelf-righteous, to comfort the feeble-minded, and 
to build up the more eftabliſhed believer in faith, hope 
- "ox and in the praQice of every good word and 
Work. N 
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DRAR READER, | 
\ pag your engagements 


or buſineſs may be, you have now 

and then a leiſure hour, and I 

hope you will acknowledge that you can- 
not ſpend it better than in providing for 
the good of your ſoul, that precious and 
immortal part of you, which muſt be for 
ever happy or for ever miſerable in another 
world. | | 
But have you well conſidered the great 
importance of that one word ETERNITY? 
Have you ever thought that when millions 
and millions of ages are paſt, ſtill Eternity 
will be but beginning, and that nothing 
ſeparates you from this awful ſtate but the 
breath in your noſtrils, which ſoon like 
ſmoke vaniſheth away, and we are gone. 
The world has now been made near fx 
thouſand years, and a great multitude of 
people, which no man can number, have 
lived and died during that ſpace; even 
they who lived the longeſt, and appeared 
to be the raoſt healthy, have at length 
been mowed down by the hand of death; 
lo that what is written of thoſe very aged 
| A 2 perſons 
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Serfbns Wh lived GE Noats 1 Hood, 
may certainly be written of every one who 
has lived ſince that time to the preſent 
generation, he died aiſo (a). And indeed, 
when we compare time with eternity, and 
conſider that one day is with the Lokp as 
a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as 
one day (5); the longeſt life is but as a 
ſpan, and fleeth ſwifter. than a weaver's 
ſhuttle (c): „ Man that is born of a wo- 
„ man hath but a ſhort time to live, and 
& js full of miſery : he cometh up and is 
«.cut down like a flower; he fleeth as it 
« were a ſhadow, and never continueth in 
« one ſtay : In the midſt of life We are in 
* death (d).“ 

This being the caſe, every man and wo- 
man, whether old or young, rich or poor, 
(for this makes no difference in the fight 
of Gop, ) unleſs they are more brutiſh than 
the beaſts that periſh, will certainly aſk 
themſelves this great queſtion; “ As I am 
% to ſtay ſo ſhort a while in this world, 
« and may perhaps be cut off without 
% moment's warning, am I prepared for 
death, and ready for eternity?“ This is 
ſurely the moſt important of all queſtions ; 
it ſhould be put with the greateſt plainneſs 
to the ſoul, and anſwered with the utmoſt 
caution and faithfulneſs; for though we 


may deceive ourſelves, and may deceive 
others, 


60 Gen. v. (8) 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
e) Job vii. 6. () Burial Service; 


45 


others, yet we can never deceive that Gon 
whoſe eyes are as a flame of fire (e) ; who 
ſearcheth the heart, trieth the reins, and re- 


quireth truth in the inward parts, for, to + 


« him all hearts are open, all deſires known, 


« and from him no ſecrets are hid ().“ 


Now therefore, though it be neceſſary that 
every one ſhould work, and do their duty 
diligently in that ſtation where God has 
placed them, yet there are few ſo hardened 
in fin, and fo deceived by the Devil, but 
they will confeſs that the good of the ſoul 
ought to be firſt attended to. And as we 
ſhould eſteem any perſon void of common 
ſenſe, who ſhould take more pains about 
providing an habitation from which he muſt 
be turned out in a few days or hours, than 
one in which he was ſure to continue as 
long as he lived; ſo that man can never 
be wiſe in Gop's ſight, who for the ſake 
of the profits and pleaſures. of this poor 
periſhing world, which he muſt ſo ſoon 
leave, neglects his never-dying part, his 
ſoul, and gives himſelf little or no trouble 
in ſeeking an houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens (g). 

Theſe things — conſidered, ſuffer 
me now, dear Reader, to ſhew my ſincere 
love for your ſoul, in bringing the former 
oreat queſtion to your remembrance ; and 
then I will help you to anſwer it from that 


„Jſacred word of Gop, the holy Scriptures, 


4 3 by 
 (F1 Collect before the Com- 
munion Service. 


(e) Rev. i. 14. 
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by. which you and J are to be judged at 


the laſt day, and by which we muſt ſtand 


or fall for ever. 
The queſtion I mean, is that which you 


have juſt been reading, viz. As I am to 


« ftay ſo ſhort a while in this world, and 
« may perhaps be cut off without a mo- 
« ment's warning, am I prepared for death, 
* and ready for eternity?“ 

This ſolemn, awful, and intereſting in- 


quiry. being thus made, may the Load. 


help you to give a right anſwer to it, ſo 
that you may neither fatter yourſelf with 
falſe hopes on the one hand, if you are not 
prepared for death, and ready for eternity ; 


nor on the other hand, refuſe the comfort 


that belongs to you, if you are really now 
fit to die, and are made meet to be a partaker 


of the inberitance of the ſaints in light (a). 


In order that you may know which of 
theſe is your caſe, let me earneſtly deſire 


you to conſider, 


Firſt, What knowledge you have of Gop ? 


. Secondly, What — you have of 
pourſelf? 


Under theſe two general heads may be 
ſummed up all that is needful for your 


toul's ſalvation; but as the one of them 
cannot be known to any good and faving 
Purpoſe without the other, 7 ſhall put them 
rogether under each article of inquiry; 


and as neither of them can be known with- 
Out 
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| C-o,.v, 
out the aſſiſtance of Go p's holy Spirit, 
let me beg you now to lift up your heart 
to him in prayer, and to ſay with David, 
« Lo8D, give me underſtanding, that I may 
« underſtand thy word: let thy Spirit teach 
« me the wondrous things of thy law, and 
# do. thou make me wiſe unto ſalvation.” 

That great father of the church, St Au- 
guſtin, was ſo well convinced that the whole 
of religion. conſiſted in a right knowledge 
of God and of himſelf, that it is recorded 
of him that he ſpent feveral hours' in his 
retirements, uſing only theſe words, «Lon, 
« Jet me know thee, let me know myſelf.” 


This is that true knowledge to which 1 


moſt heartily wiſh to lead you; and I tell 
you, for your comfort, that however poor, 
unlearned, or ignorant you may be, yet 
you may attain this knowledge as eaſily, 
yea much more eaſily, than the greateſt, 
wiſeſt, and moſt learned man in the world; 
for though human learning is very deſire- 
able in an humble, ſanctified ſoul, yet it 
often ſo puffs up the heart with pride, that 


it. is a great obſtacle or bar to receiving 


the plain, ſimple truths of the Goſpel ; ſo 
that, to uſe the words of pious Biſhop Hall, 
% There is more need of grace than of 
« learning to make a good Chriſtian.” 


And our Loxd himſelf has confirmed this 


truth beyond diſpute, by ſaying, 1 thank 
thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 


cauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe 


and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
way 12” babes, 
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Babe (a), In like main&# dt Baur teils b, 4 
That not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many ne 
mighty, not many noble, are called. But God d 
hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to be 
confound the wiſe , and God hath choſen th: be 
weak things of the world, to confound the pe 
things which are mighty; and baſe things of th 
the world, and things which are deſpiſed, bath no 
God choſen ; yea, and things which are not, to | fo 
bring to nought things that are : that no fleſh is 
foould glory in his preſence (b). Again; If I ſcr 
any man among you 'ſeemeth to be wiſe i in this us. 
world, let him become. a fool, that he may be Nh ev 
wiſe : for the wiſdom of this world is fooliſh- | me 
neſs with God (c). So St James, Hath not | Al 
God choſen the poor of this world, rich in I tex 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath || fo! 
promiſed to them that love him (d)? ple 
All the learning and B cooper or upon | Se 
earth, can never make a ſoul feel the evil, I te: 
guilt, and burden of fin; nor can all the 45 
wiſdom, or all the knowledge of languages I 1 
under the ſun, ever ſpeak peace to a trou- 
bled conſcience, or ſhed the love of Gop If anc 
abroad in a diſtreſſed heart. No, the na- ow 
' tural man, that is, man in a ſtate of 'na- yo. 
ture, unconverted by divine grace, (be he out 
never ſo rich, wife and learned) diſcernetb ere 
not the things of the Spirit of Cod, becauſe © 1 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can || ma 
he Ae. them, becauſe AN are ſpiritually pui 
4iſcerned: 


(a) Matt. xi. 23. 5 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27. &c. 
(c) 1 Cor. iii. 18, 19, (4) James ii. 5. 
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diſcerned :==but he that is ſpiritual, (be he 
never ſo poor and unlearned)-judgeth or 
diſcerneth all things (a). I mention this 
before I proceed to the heads of inquiry, 
becauſe many people, eſpecially among the 
poor, are too apt to raiſe objections againſt 
their own ſouls, and to ſay, that they have 
no learning, and are no ſcholars, and there- 
fore they ſuppoſe they cannot know what 
is neceſſary for their ſoul's good, But the 
ſcripture teaches quite otherwiſe, and tells 
us, that the way of falvation is ſo plain to 
every ſincere inquirer, that he wayfaring 
men, though fools, Hall not err therein (b). 

All therefore that is needful, 1s an humble, 
teachable ſpirit, like that of a little child; 
for Gop has promiſed concerning his peo- 
ple, that they ſhall be all taught of bim (c). 
See this further confirmed by the following 
texts of 3 Jer. XXX1, 34.—fobn vi. 
46.—1 Cor. ii. 10—13—1 Taft. IV. 9.— 
1. John 11, 20, 27. 

Now as all true knowledge, both of Gop 
and of ourſelves, muſt be taken from God's 
own book, the Bible; let me aſk frf, What 
you know from that book of the ſtate of 
our firſt parents Adam and Eve, when Gon 
created them and placed them in Paradiſe ? 

Did you ever conſider, that they were 
made after Gop's own image (4); that is, 
pure and upright, in righteouſneſs and true 

43 | -. hohaelsy, 


(a) 1 Car. li. 14, 15. (3) Iſa. xxxv. 8. 


(] Iſa. liv. 13. (4) Gen. i. 27 
— ̃ —⅛½i. —— ——_ 
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dholineſs; inſomuch that when God viewed 
all the works of the creution, man in par- 
ticular, he could tay, Behold all was very 
good (a)? 

Secondly, Do you know that Adam and 
Eve continued but a ſhort while in that 
glorious ſtate in which they were created, 
and that by tranſgreſſing the command of 
'Gop, and eating the forbidden fruit, they 
brought death, both of body and ſoul, death 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal, upon them- 
ſelves and upon all their poſterity ; z that is, 
upon all that ſhould come after them; upon 
the whole world; foraſmuch as they were 
the common root, the head and parents of 
all mankind. Thus n entered into the world, 
and death by ſin; and fo, ſays.the apoſtle (5), 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
finned, (or, as the margin reads it,) in whom 
all bave finned, The ſame apoſtle tells us 
in the ſame chapter, that by one man's of. 
fence, (that is, by the offence of Adam) 
death reigned; "that by that ſame offence, 
Judgment came upon all men to tondemnation; 
yea, that by one man's diſobedience many were 

made Jinners. —O ſad effect of Adam's fin ! 
man has now loſt the image and likeneſs 
of Gop; the holy Spirit has left his ſoul; 
he is by nature a child of wrath (c, conceived 
in fin, and ſhapen in iniquity (d): his heart is 


facher againſt God: his underſtanding is 
darkened 


(a) Gen. i. 31. (5) Rom. v. 12, &c. to the 
c Eb. ii. 32 end of the chapter. 
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( 11 | 
darkened and blinded; his will is perverſe, 
being continually ſet againſt the will of his 
Maker; and his affections are all turned 
out of their right courſe, inſomuch that he 
loves what Gop hates, and hates what Gop 
loves. 

Let us now make this a matter of ſerious 
inquiry. 

Do you, dear Renter, know we feel that 
you are a fallen, corrupted creature; that 


there is no ſpiritual life or health in you; but 


that you were born in fin, and are by nature 
a child of wrath, even as others? If you 
do not know this, you have not taken one 


ſtep towards heaven; ſince no man can be 


in the way to a cure, whilſt he is totally 1g- 


norant of his diſeaſe. But if you know this 


to be your caſe by original or birth-fin (a), 
that is, by the ſin and corruption which 
you derive from Adam, do you alſo know 
that you are under condemnation for actual 
ſins againſt the Law of Gop; that holy Law 
which was given by Gop himſelf to Moſes 
upon Mount Sinai, and is called ihe moral 
Law, as it enforceth all moral duties. 
This law was written by Gop himſelf upon 
two tables of ſtone (5), and is divided into 
ten heads or commandments, the four firſt 
containing our duty towards God, the ſix 
laſt our duty towards our neighbour. Gop 
1 that all theſe commandments 

ſhould 


(a) See the Ninth Article of Religion. 
(] Exod. xi, 18. Nest. x. 3, 4. Chap. xxxii. 15. 1 
nnn 7 NH. 


Tn 
| ſhould be obeyed in thought, word and 
deed : and nothing leſs than his curſe: is 
pronounced againſt every ſoul of man that 
breaketh any one of them; for thus it is 
written, + T he ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall die (a). 
The wages of ſin is death (5). Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things that are 
written in the book of the Law to do them (c). 
He that keepeth the whole Law, and yet of- 
fendeth in one point, be is guilty of all (d). 

This Law is alſo called the old and firſt 
Covenant, or Covenant of Works, to dil- 
tinguiſh it from the new and ſecond Cove- 
nant, the Covenant of Grace, of which we 
ſhall ſpeak more fully hereafter. 

Now then let me again inquire, whether . 
you have been made ſenſible that you are a 
tranſgreſſor of this Law, and that you have t 
incurred or brought upon yourſelf the wrath E 
and curſe of Gop by your diſobedience? | 
Do you know that the Law is ſpiritual, and e 
that it condemns not only ſin in the life, e 
but ſin in the heart? O how few really a 
| know what fin is! All indeed will allow | << 
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that murder, adultery, theft, whoredom, 
ſabbath-breaking, and ſuch groſs abomina- f 
tions, are ſins: but none, except thoſe who I 
are taught of Gop, can know by experience, 4 
that every the leaſt breach of the Law is n 
ſin; ſor fin, as ſaith St. John, is the transgreſ- C 
fon of the Law (e): conſequently every one hr 

is 

| (a) Eael. xviii. 4. (2) Rom. vi. 8304 0 
(c) Gal. ii ili. 10. h (4 * 7 li. 19. 
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is a ſinner and à tranſgreſſor in Gop's ac- 
count, who has ever broken the Law, yea, 
but for once; and as a ſinner he is liable to 
all the curſes and vengeance of him who is: 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and who: 
will oy v Means clear the guilty (a). 


45 


Let us now enten each commandment 
of the Law in its utmoſt extent and purity, 
that we may be the more thoroughly con- 
vinced of the truth of St Paul's words, By 
the deeds of the Law ſhall no fleſh be Jus 


fied (5). 


The is Commandment ſaith, Thou 
c ſhalt have none other Gods but me.” 

By this commandment the worſhip of the 

true God is moſt ſolemnly enjoined, and 


every thing that is contrary thereto as ſo» - , 


lemaly- forbidden. Now the Scriptures. 
every where teach us, that the true Gop 
exiſts in three divine perſons, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe Three are 
One. The ſame thing our Church teaches 
in all her offices, particularly in her firſt 
Article, in the three firſt petitions of the 
Litany, in the Communion-preface: for 
Trinity Sunday, and in the Creed of St Atha- 
naſius. This commandment therefore moſt 
certainly condemns all Arians and Socini- 
ans, who deny the Trinity in Unity, or 


the Divinity of Cax1sT, and of the Hory - 


Gnosr. But beſides gh all who do not 
— I 
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worſhip / | this triune Gop in ſpirit and in 
truth, are brought in guilty byſ this com- 
mand: and yet how few ſuch worſhippers 
are to be found] How many times have 
the beſt of us drawn nigh to Gon with our 
lips, whilſt our hearts have been roving 
after the world and the things thereof 
Surely then if you know yourſelf, you will 
ſincerely join in the words of the Church, 
and ſay, Lord have mercy upon me. (for 
having broken this Law) and incline my 
* heart 0 ants it better for the time to 
come.“ TORE + 


The SzconDCommandment ſaith,“ Thou 
<« ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven 
image, nor the likeneſs of any thing 


DS that is in heaven above, or in the earth 
N * or in the water under the earth. 


du ſhalt not bow down to them, nor 
worſhip them: for I the. Loxp thy Gop 
«cam a jealous Gop, and viſit the fins of 
«<< the fathers upon the children, unto the 
e third and fourth generation of them that 
% hate me, and ſhew mercy unto thou- 
Mdemlg, them that love me; and keep 
& commandments,” ©; 
chis commandment all 1dolatryj is ſtrick⸗ 
Forbidden, and he who is a jealous Gop, 
2 will not bear a rival in our affections, 


£ ven up and devoted to lin- Ben though 
hu may not abſolutely have kneeled down 
| Before the ſun, moon, or ſtars, with the 


+ 6. 
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poor benighted heathens, nor yet have 
bowed to images or pictures with thoſe in 
the Church of Rome, yet have you never 
ſet up idols in your heart, which is the 
proper ſeat of all Idolatry ? It is not merely 
worſhipping ſtocks and ſtones that makes 
a man an Idolator, but whenever we give 
that place in our affections to any creature, 
or to any thing, which is due to Gop alone, 
then that creature or that thing, be it what 
it will, becomes our god, and we become 
idolators in the fight of him who /eeth not 
45 man ſeeth ; for man looketh at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh- at the 
heart (a) For this reaſon the apoſtle ex- 
preſsly ſays, that cove/ouſneſs, (or the love 
of money) is Idolatry (); and ſpeaking of 
gluttonous perſons and drunkards, he ſays, 
that their belly is their God (c); becauſe the 
latter beſtow that love upon their bellies, 
and the former upon their golden hoards, 
which they ought to pay to Gop only: and 
it matters not whether theſe hoards be ſmall 
or great, nor indeed whether there be any 
poſſeſſions at all, to conſtitute a perſon an 
Idolator in Gov's ſight; for beſides that 
men often idolize that which they poſſeſs 
not, covetoufneſs is the temper of the 
heart, and therefore is as often found among 
the poorer and lower ſort of people, as 
among the rich and great, and may even 
STE 24 1 ſubſiſt 
(“) Col. mi. 5. 
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Wbſiſt when a man's affairs are all (to uſe 


Unleſs therefore you can ſay, that every 
moment of your life you have loved Gop 
with all your heart, and mind, and foul, 
and ſtrength, and have never preferred 
gain, indulgence, nor any perſon or thing 
to his glory, and to his ſervice; you cer- 
tainly are a breaker of this Commandment, 
and have need to join in the words of the 


« incline our hearts to keep this law.“ 


- The ramp Commandment ſaith, © Thou 
e ſhalt not take the Name of the Lorp 
« thy Gop in vain : for the Loxp will not 
« hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 
in vain,” | 

By this Command all irreverent uſe of 
the Name of Gop is forbidden, and all re- 
verence thereto is enjoined. - But where is 
the perſon living who can plead innocence 
before this Law? Were you never in com- 
mon converſation guilty of profane curſing 
and ſwearing? or if you have not been guilty 
of this, yet did you never make uſe of any 
ſuch wicked expreſſions as theſe, O Lok op, 
O Gov, O ChRIST, Lord have mercy, c. 
Sc. Nothing is more frequent than this. 
vain profanation of the holy Name of Jz- 
HOVAH, and yet how few think of the evil 
of it? But let us remember, that it is the 
ſame Lawgiver who faith, Thou ſhalt do no 
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a common expreſſion) at ſixes. and ſevens. 


Church,. Lonxp have mercy upon us, and 


murder, that faith, Thou ſpalt not tale my 


” A. Lo oo: AS. =... tos * ace £m a =. 


e 
Name in vain; and that every command of 
the Law comes with the like authority. 


Again; Have you not often taken the 


Lokb's Name in vain, even in your prayers, 
on your bended knees, and in Gop's own 
houſe ? which has been the caſe every time 
you have offered up your praiſes and ſup» 
plications to him in a cold, formal, cuſto- 
mary manner, and have not reverenced his 
great Name in your heart and foul: Surely 
then you will (till ſee the neceſſity of pray- 
ing.“ LORD have mercy upon us, and 
« incline our hearts to keep this law.“ 5 


The rougrnH Commandment faith, © Re- 
« member that thou keep holy the Sab- 


* bath-day. Six days fhalt thou labor, 
t and do all that thou haſt to do; but the 
« ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Loxo 
« thy Gop: Tn it thou ſhalt do no manner 
« of work, thou, and thy fon, and thy 
6 daughter, thy man- ſervant, and thy maid» 
« ſervant, thy cattle, and the ſtranger that 
is within thy gates. For in ſix days the 
« LorD made heaven and earth, the ſea; 
« and all that in them is, and reſted the 
« ſeventh day: wherefore the Loxp bleſſed 
<« the ſeventh day, and hallowed it.” 
By this Commandment we are not onl 

forbidden to profane the Sabbath, but are 
enjoined to keep it holy; yer this Com- 


mandment is ſo dreadfully deſpiſed, that 


there is perhaps more ſin committed on the 
| Sabbath -day, than on all the days of the 
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week beſides. Among the notorious break; 
ers of the Sabbath, may be reckoned all per- 
ſons who make Sunday a day of worldly 
buſineſs; of buying and ſelling; of ſettling 
their accounts; and of writing letters about 
their temporal-concerns: Likewiſe all thoſe 
who travel journeys, without abſolute ne- 
ceſſity ; and who pay idle, goſſiping viſits 


on that day. The Sabbath is alſo profaned 


by thoſe who wilfully ſtay away from the 


public worſhip; and ſtill more ſo by thoſe 


who go to meet their neighbours at Church, 
on purpoſe to carry on their worldly buſi- 
neſs with them, either in the houſe of Gop, 
or as ſoon as they come out of it. Alſo, by 
thoſe, who inſtead of meditating and pray- 


ing over what they have heard from the 
pulpit, go away and revile the miniſters, 


the truths, and people of 'Gop. It is like wiſe 
profaned by thoſe who go to Church per- 
haps only to ſee and be ſeen, to ſhew their 


new cloaths, or to admire other people's 


perſons or dreſs: and by thoſe who ſtay at 
home on a Sunday, becauſe they think their 


cloaths are not good enough to:go among 


the congregation ; all which is owing, to 
abominable pride, and therefore highly di- 


' pleaſing to Gop, who dwelleth only in the 
humble and contrite heart, It is allo pro- 


faned by | parents, maſters, and miſtreſſes, 
who give their children or ſervants no godly 
inſtructions on that day, but ſuffer them to 


make it a day of mere worldly icon, 
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of idle wanderings abroad, and of following 

their vain pleaſures and amuſements (a). 
Certainly you will now find cauſe enough 

to be humbled for your ſins againſt theſe 


four firſt Commandments of the Law, which - | 


comprize your duty towards Gop ; and you 
will ſee that our Church had abundant rea- 
ſon to teach her members to uſe that hum- 
bling petition after each of them,.“ LoRD 
% have mercy upon us, and incline our 
hearts to keep this law.“ 


The rirru Commandment faith, © Ho- 

% nor thy father and thy mother, that 
„thy days may be long in the land which 
% the Loxp thy Gop'giveth thee.”. 
This Commandment enjoins that all due 
honor be paid by children to parents; and 
forbids all irreverence of behaviour from 
thoſe that are in ſubjection, towards ſuch 
as providence has placed over them. Hence 
children not only break this precept of the 
Law, when they ſhew a ſtubborn, diſre- 
ſpectful ſpirit towards their parents, and 
refuſe to obey their juſt and lawful com- 
mands ; but all ſervants who behave pertly 
and ſaucily towards their maſters and miſ- 
treſſes, and who do not ſhew all good fide- 
lity, but are eye-ſervants, and watteful of 
what is committed to their charge, are of- 
fenders againſt this commandment.—In 
like manner all ſuch as deſpiſe or refuſe to 
hearken to the reproofs and 1 of 
their 
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| their ſpiritual parents, which are the faith- 
faul miniſters of the Goſpel, are notorious 


breakers of this Commandment. 


And as there is a duty from inferiors to. 
| ſuperiors, ſo neceſſarily from ſuperiors to 


inferiors. Parents are to provide for their 
children, and to bring them up in the nurture 


end admonition of the Lord (a), being always 


ready to encourage every appearance of piety 
and religion in their young minds. They 
are to temper their authority with mildneſs, 


not provoking their children to wrath.— 


Maſters ought punctually to pay the juſt 
hire and wages of ſervants, and even to re- 


ward the good and diligent. They muſt be 


reaſonable in their commands, and allow 
their ſervants proper time to ſerve Gop both 
in public and private: They mult alſo ſet 
them a good example in their own lives, 
and daily call them together for family 
prayer, and hearing God's word, Inſtead 
of that, O how many ſervants hear nothing 


from ſame maſters and miſtreſſes but ſcold- 
ing, curſing and ſwearing from day to day, 


and from year to year. Miniſters are alſo 
to watch over the flock committed to their 


charge; to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
on; to reprove, rebuke, exbort with all long- 


ſuffering and doctrine (o); they muſt be grave, 
not double-tongued, nor given to much wine, 
nor greedy of filthy lucre (c) : It is a diſtin- 


guiſhing ſcripture-character of a true mi- 
| | niſter 


(a) Eph. vi. 4. (5) 2 Tim. iv. 2, le) 1 Tim. iii. 8. 
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niſter of Ca 18, that he is apt to teach (a)? 
therefore ſuch an one will not content him- 
ſelf with merely preaching a ſermon or two 
to his flock on a Sunday, but he will labor 
among them throughout the week, going 
from houſe to houſe, giving private exhor- 
tations, and inquiring into the ſtate of their 
ſouls (5). In ſhort, every faithful miniſter 
will be of the apoſtle's mind ; he will be 
determined to know nothing among his people, 
but Jeſus Chrift and him crucified (c). But is 
this the character of moſt miniſters ? Alas! 
is it not too plain a caſe that there are 
many in Holy Orders, who determine 10 
know and to talk' much more about their 
tithes and their dues, their ground and 
their cattle, their ſports and diverſions, than 
about Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified? Do 
not many take the fleece, but ſeldom viſit 
the flock ; and perhaps hire another to do 
their work at a low price? So that the 
complaint of the Prophet of old may be too 
juſtly taken up againſt many miniſters now= 
 a-days: Wo be to the ſhepherds of Iſrael, that 
do feed themſelves : , Should not the ſhepherds 
feed the flocks ? Ye eat the fat, and ye cloath 
you with the wool, but ye feed not the flock. 
T he diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither 
bave 
(a) 1 Tim. iii. 2. | 

(5) One of the queſtions which the Biſhop puts to 
every Prieſt of the Church of England before he ordains 
him, is, * Will you uſe both public and private moni- 
„tons and exhortations as well to the ſick as to the 


* whole within your cures?” To this the Prieſt anſwers, 
* J will, the Loxo being my helper.” 


() 1 Cor. ii. 2, Ordination Prigſi. 


have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
which was loſt; but with force and cruelty 
 bave ye ruled them (a). 


11281 
The sixrn Commandment ſaith, Thou 
cc ſhalt do no murder. C 

By this Command not only actual mur- 
der, or taking away the life of another, is 
forbidden; but likewiſe- all anger, hatred, 
malice, and other murderous tempers. And 
we are enjoined to do all in our power to 
preſerve the health and well-being of our 


neighbour's body and ſoul. Our Lor DU 


tells us, that murder may be committed in 
the heart as well as in the outward act (5); 
and indeed there is no outward murder but 
what is firſt plotted and hatched in the 
heart; there it is that all thoſe evil diſpo- 
ſitions dwell, which, if reſtraining grace 
did not prevent it, would often end in 
bloodſhed and death: hence the ſcripture 
afſures us, that whoſoever bateth his brother is 
r aà mur- 


8 N 1 þ 


(a) Ezek. xxxiv. 2, g, 4, &c. It is part of the 
Biſhop's charge to every Miniſter before he can be ad- 
mitted to full Orders, to teach and to premoniſh ; to 
6 feed and to provide for the Loxp's family; to ſeek for 
“% CaR1sT's ſheep that are diſperſed abroad; and for his 
children who are in the midſt of this naughty world, 
that they may be ſaved through CHAIsT for ever.“ 
83 * | Ordination of Prieſts. 


) Matt, xv. 19. 


bave ye healed that which was fick, ntither. 


23 
4 nbrübrer Ta), 1. e. is really a murderer in 
the ſight of that holy God, who judgeth of 
all actions by the ſtate of the heart: and 
that whoſoever ſnall be ſo provoked. by. 
paſſion as to ſay to another, Raca, (thou 
vile fellow) or thou fool, ſhall not only be 
in danger of the judgment, but even of hell-: 
fire (b). If this were well conſidered, there 
would not be ſo much brawling and quar- 
relling as there is; people would watch 
againſt the firſt riſings of anger, leſt it 
ſhould break out in the very act of mur- 1 
der, of which anger is the ſeed. O how: 9 
little did many of thoſe. poor unhappy 
wretches who have been hanged for mur- 
der, ever think their wrath and reſentment 
would end as they did! and had any one 
told them ſo, they would have been 
ready to cry out with Hazael, Am J a dog, 
that I ſhould do this thing (c) They alſo 
notoriouſly: break this Commandment, who 
wifh for the death of any relation or friend, 
thatthey may inherit their goods or property. 
Bat there is a worſe kind of murder than 
© even that of the body; I mean Soul. murder; 
whereby the better and immortal part is 
made ſubje& to the bitter pains: of eternal 
death. And what is the cauſe of this mur- 
der? It is Sm, Every ſin committed is as 
it were a dagger thruſt into the ſoul, And 
yet who can ſay he is free from this mur- 
der? no one who knows his own ſtate by 


* 


0 nature 
(a) 1 Jahn iii. 15. (5) Matt. v. 22. (e) 2 Kings viii. 13. 
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nature and + collins "for by ſin thoy haſt 

both murdered thine own. ſoul, and thy, 
neighbour's ſoul, in couling him-to offend, 
by tliy own evil example. Drunkards, who 
not only get drunk Neale but entice 
others 15 drink; and all whoremongers, 
adulterers, and unclean perſons, are pecu- 
Harly guilty of this murder of other peo- 
ple's ſouls, by being partners with them in 
their ſins. 

But there is ſtill a third ſort of mes. 
even of a more dreadful kind than the two 
former, and that is, The Murder of the Son 
of Cod. This murder was alſo effected by 
Sin. Yes; thy ſins and mine, O. ſinner, 
were thoſe nails which, faſtened the bleſſed 
Jz$vs to the accuſed tree of the crols ; 
that is; if it had not been for ſin, the Loxp 
of life and glory would not have been cru- 
cified; And therefore. the apoſtle Paul, 
ſpeaking of thoſe who return like the dog 
10 his vomit, and the ſow that was waſhed, 
to her wallowing in the mire (a), affirms of 
them, that hey cruciſy to n the on 
of God afreſh (5). 
Who now can ſay that he is not ouilty 

of this threefold murder, if his thoughts, 
words and actions were to be weighed in 
the balance of Gop's molt holy Law ? 
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The SEVINTH | Commandment n, 
* Thou ſhalt not commit Ay.” * 
a 1 7 
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By this Commandment all manner of 

fleſhly luſts are forbidden, and the moſt 
ſtrict chaſtity is enjoined : for, though mar- 
riage is honourable. in all, and the-bed under 
filed, yet whoremongers and adullerers God will 

judge (a). But not merely he who defileth 
his neighbour's wife is brought in guilty 
by this Commandment, but every Juſtful 
thought, word or glance, conſtitutes a per- 
ſon an Adulterer in -Gop's ſight: there- 

fore when our Lon p himſelf explained this 
Commandment, he ſaid unto his hearers, 
IWhoſoever looketh on a woman to luſt after 
her, bath committed adultery with ber already 
in his heart (G). If therefore thou art free 
from the out ward ſins of adultery and for- 
nication, (that is, whoredom) yet who can 
ſay he is free from the adultery of the heart 
and eye? O how many various ſorts of 
beaſtly luſts and abominations are brewed 
and foſtered in the heart, which through 
want of opportunity, fear of diſeaſe, ſhame, 
and loſs of character, are never brought 
into outward act! Out of ihe heart, 


ys 
our, Lob, procced evil thoughts, murders, 


adulteries, fornications, &c. Beſides which, 
how. much ſecret lewdneſs and laſciviouf. 
neſs is practiſed which is known only to 
Gop, and to the ſinner's own conſcience 
and this perhaps by many who in the 
world's efteem paſs for very chaſte, modeſt 
people. All ſuch as pamper their appe- 
tites; or wear indecent apparel ; - or in- 
B dulge 


(a) Heb, xn i. 4. (4) Matt. v. 28. 
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Hl e themſelves in filthy convefſition⸗ 7 or 
in Ring over wanton books, ballad: or 
Pictures, og alſo breakers of this Com- 
mand ment. Upon the whole; what need 
have we all to cry out in the words of our 
Liran)— from Fornication, and all other 
deadly ſin, good Lon p deliver us?“ 
There is alſo a ſpiritual adultery fre- 
tly mentioned in ſcripture, which, con- 
fiſtsan giving up the affections of the heart, 
which are due to God as our Covenant-huſ- 
band (a), to ſin, and to the world. Againſt 
this- ſpiritual adultery and fornication, the 
- prophets of old frequently complained; and 
St James, ſpeaking expreſsly of thoſe whoſe 
Hearts are alienated from the Go that 
made them, and given up to the love and 
friendſhip of the world, thus addreſſes them: 
Ze — and adultereſſes, know ye noi 
bat the friendſhip of the world is enmity with 
God ? N boſorver therefore will be a Friis of 

__ #he avorld, is the enemy of God ). 
Who now can ſay, 1 am free from the 
breach of this commandment ? Surely every . 
reader has ſtill need to be humbled in the 
duſt before G o p, and to cry, LORD, 
S thave mercy upon us, and incline "our 
40 e e 1 aw.“ 
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_* "DPhou'fbalt notiſteal,” “. 

This Commandment not only forbids all 
aeg away our . Propomty, 
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or bot lc u wes eg j | 
ir | rightneſs in all our Utalings*'"Pherefon 
= they break this Commandment who cozen 


d | andloverlreach their ” 5 — buying 
Ty und ſelling 1 or who d ir wares, | 
er | and ſell Joy for good which is not ſo g; or | 
who take more than an honeſt profit; or 
e. -who do any injury to their neighbour's 
* houſe, goods, or Lale or who cheat the 
Miniſter of his dues, er the King of his 
1 Suns by Foo &gling, or buying ſmuggled - || 
ti goods; hg. run in debt, or borrow |} 
ie money without a proſpect of paying it 
d again; or who take exorbitant intereſt for | 
ſe money lent.— Al gaming alſo, and getting 
it bur neighbour's property by vain ſpores || 
d land- plays, is little better chan ſtealing in 
: Gene Ahe Fe alſo breaks this * 
9 mandment, who does not relieve the 
5 according to his ability vor who is idle, an 
of vefuſes to work; or Who ſpends what ouglit 
to go for the ſupport of his famtly; in le- 
e houſes and ſueh hike places. —Waſtefol fer- | 
yi _ -vants, and ſuch as give away 'what belongs 
ef d their maſter. or miſtreſs without their 
>, | Conſent, are alfo breakers of this Conmand- 
Ir ment, as well as of the fifth. 3 
And as there is à fpiritual ae oe 
adultery, ſo allo is there a ſpiritual robbery, 
„ Which ! 18, when a man robs Go of the ho- 
nor, glo ry, and praiſe due unto his name; 
When be -withho 4 prayer from God; 1 
h "Attributes to his on care, forefighe,” an 
1 B 2 85 dom 
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whatever. And yet how does the wor 
abound with theſe 1 Well might the 


bour, that many 
not live nor thrive without it. N it is 
that ſo many lies are told at ſnhops, and at 
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pr obst be poſſeſſes. by che care an 


good ge 1 ae 
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The NINTH, . faith, “ REY 


«4+ ſhalt: not beat falſe. pitweſt againſt thy 
R 4 neighbour,” |... 


By this Commandment not only all falſe 


ſweating to our neighbour's hurt in a court 
of judicature is forbidden; but all lying, 


flandering,” detraction, and evil 5 


apoſtle call the tongue, à little, unruly, evil 
member, which no man can tame (c), for Gop 
alone can do it. Tea, ſo common is the 
ſin of nus to the Nee of one's neigh- 

em to think they c ould 


markets and fairs, in order to take advan- 
rage of the buyers, though by ſuch ſort of 
hes. the eighth and ninth Commandments 


are bath broken at once. — And what is the 


_ converſation, when any number of 


poopie are met together, but , cenſyring, - 
| Ebit 


ing, and ſpeaking evil of others; 
and this with a proud qeſigu of exalting 
be their Met 01.43 504 
7:30001 12113111: Gi v1.33 
The rrurn . went ſairh, 66 Tbou 
< ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, 


thou ſhalt, not covet chy neighbout's 
wie. nor his . nor his mai ner 


a e his 
60 James iii —5 1 
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« his ox, vor nie afs 4 thing) that: 
60 is his.“ DN Sd. B E 1110 Hedod--nwe 
By this Commandment al ala wI de. 
ſires aer what belongs to another, arg! 
ſlrictly forbidden; and even the moſt diſ- 
tant wiſn of the heatt to obtain whatever 
is contrary to the holy will of Gop, is con- 
demned. It was a conviction of this truth 
by the Spirit of Gob, that brought St Paul 
to the knowledge of himſelf, as a ſinner 
againft that Law: by which he before: ex- 
ed falvation : for I bad not mum fin, 
ſays he, [that is, 1 had not known the true 
nature of {in} except the Law: bad ſaid, Thou, 
ſhalt not covet (d). He was alive without the 
are unte; [he thought all was well with, 
him, becauſe he was free from outward of- 
fences; ] but when the commandment came in 
its extent and power l n 'revived;: [a quick: | 
ſenſe of the: evil of fin took place] and bes 
died, [died to all hope of being ſaved by: 
his own ' righteouſneſs or obedience to the. 


moral Law.] Vea, be found that very Law: - 


or © Commantimtns*| which was - ordained: unto: 
Life, fro give eternal hife if he could have) 
kept it,] 70 be unto death," ¶ to conſign him 
over to eternal death for having broken it. 
Thus in, taking occaſion by the Commandment, 
flew bim, and wrought in him all manner 
of contupiſcence. In other words, When 
he compared himſelf with that ſtrait rule: 
the Law, in all its extent and ſpiritualiy, 
he ſaw more clearly the. exceeding ſinful - 
B 3 neſs 
ul Rom vii. f. readonto the 14th verſe. 


; N N 30 en 
neſs ai e und had 
the Law to bel chely, juſt, and geod; yer 
he found that through the weakneſs and 
corruption of his nature, he was not able to 
fulfil it: and theteforg we find him after 
ths conviction, prayi chat he might befound 
in Cbhriſt, nus having bis ewn righteouſne(s, 
which is of the Lam, + but that which1s.thro 
the fait of Chriſt; "the :righteouſue/s which is 
of Co, by faith (e). Was this the expe- 
rience of the ron Paul? And who. has, 
che tenth part of his obedience to recom- 
mend him to Go Or if you thiok you. 
have more, can you truly ſay I dave n e 
my beart clean, I am pure from my ſin (? 
T never fe the luſtings of concupiſcence; 
that is, I never had a wiſh or deſire AE 


_ © ſoul contrary: to the Law, mind, and ill 


of Gon? If you cannot ſay this, you are a 


_  tranfgreffor of the tenth D 


and Hable to that dreadful ſentence which 
is denounced againſt every ſoul of man 
who comes ſhort of that perfect unſinning 


"quires at ones haritla,. 


Tus bare 1 given you a mort view of 
the extent and purity. of-G o 's moſt holy 
Law. And ſurely you! will fee, pv 4 
enough to 1 euceeding hh, when 
you reflect on your own manifold offences 
— it; and on chat fearful curſe which, 

| hangs 
YE A prov. xx. G0. 
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ng more g ſa in; his 
own behalf; but whilſt he Wa his 


obedience, which the holineſs of ha 6 


Een „ . „ ws tes wa ww 
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1 over your head for every tranſgreſ- 


fon, whether by thought, art deed, 
which you have been guilty of. 

You will alſo ſee how utterly impallible 
it is for any man living, ſince our Fall in 
Adam, to keep this Law in all its extent 
and ſpirituality: So that ever mouth muſt 
be ſtopped, [ as to the plea af 22 and 
all the world become guilty before God : be- 
cauſe that all Rath, exception) baue fin 


| wed, and come ſhort. of bis glory, (in the 


obedience. they have paid to: the Law of 
Works (g)-] 

You will fay,. Wherefore then ferueth 
the Law ()? and. why was it given? lan- 
ſyer, It was given, I/, That the offence might 
abound (i): and to bring in the right 
knowledge of ſin (&); that is, in order that 


man, viewing his own ſinfulneſs as it were 


ia the glaſs of this Law, might ſee how he 
5 in his offences againſt. it, as alſo 


how far ſhort he fell in his obedience to it; 


and tbat fin might, as the apoſtle expreſſes 
it, become exceeding ſinful, and might appear 
fin (1), or be ſeen in in its real hateful colours, 
when compared with that perfect and hn 
ws the Law and will. of Gop himſelf, | 


- Secondly, The Law was given io be our 
eee, to. bring us unto Chriſt, that 


doe NEE be juſtified by faith (m). 
„ - Thirdy, 


(e! Rom. iii. 19, 20, 75 Gal. iii. 19 
7) Nom. v. 20. Rom. iii. . of 
4 Rom. vii. 13s Gal. iii. 24. 


& Je 
8 Thirdh, To be an eftablifhed rule of life 
„to all thoſe who are juſtified: by faith 
dia Cnaisr, that though they . 
co it, and it to them, as a Covenant of 

Works, they may obey. its precepts 
from a principle of! love and grati- 
dialen in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in 
5 the oldneſs of the laler ( l 

Abeſe are the great ends of we Law. 
Wo therefore be unto all thoſe who ſet up 
their own obedience to this Law in order to 
procure their acceptance in the fight of 
Gop : or who take away from its honor 
and dignity, by ſuppoſing that CHRIS IT 
dame into the world to mitigate or leſſen 
its demands: Or who think that they are 
to obey it as well as they can, to obtain the 
favor of Gov, and that where they fall oſt, 
CHRIST will make up what is wanting. 

Now, dear Reader, let me again beg you 
to inquire what you know of God's Law 
by your own experience. 

Have you ever by the Law been con- 
vinced of your own ſinfulneſs? Have you 
ever ſeen that you cannot be pardoned, ac- 
cepted, and juſtified before Gop, by your 
on rightedoſheſs or obedience to the Law, 
either 1 in whole or in part? 


"=, 14 


Do you know that the Law is 4 miniſtra- 
tion of death and of condemnation to all that 


are under it (a) ? and that as many us are 
of the works of the Law, _ is, who trult 
0 

(z)- Hom. A u. Gal. itt, 19. Rom. il 55 F 
10 2 Cor. 50 9. 0 FA 
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to " works of the Law for ſalvation} are 


under tbe curſe (py? Now this is. not owing 


to any fault there is in the Law, for pom! 
as we have ſeen before, is. boly, juſt, and 
good (g)] but the fault is in the corrupt and 
fallen nature of man, which never can obey 
the Law perfectly, and conſtantiy kicks: 
againſt its precepts. 
Have theſe conſiderations ever diſturbed 
your conſcience ?. and has the ſenſe of your 
guilt, miſery, and weakneſs, ever made you 
deſirous of ſeeking. how you may be freed. 
from the curſe ot the Law, and from that 
death which is the que wages of ſin?— 
If not, it will be in vain for me to point 
out to you the way of hope and deliver- 
ace. Lou will be utterly careleſs about 
the matter; and no more anxious for a re- 
medy, than a man in health would be for 
a can (x). But if you are really weary 
and beavy laden with the burden of fin (). 
if you are truly bruiſed by the terrors of a 
broken Law (t), and feel the juſtice of the 
condemnation ig your owa ſoul; then you 


will, be glad to follow me in the next grand. 


inquiry. That is, a 
What know you of the Goſpel of can | 
The word Goſpel means good. ne ws; be- 

caule it brings glad tidings of great joy to 

guilty, helpleſs ſinners. — Rut have you 155 

deed. found it to be 800d. news and glad E 


10) Gal, 10 10. ( Rom. vii. 12. (r Mark ii. hoe 
5) Matt. xi. ati (4) Luke } 1. 18. 
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1 
2 ve! that he who. | 
PLEA . Can with the Father in every 


ſons 0 were th 
nies which he underwent, when he poufed 


* 


r 1 2 . 3 
5 i 10 Je own. heart ?"Did'you*ever” 
life know what it was to rebice 


» 


in, all. your e K | 
ig Jesys CirrsT, who alone it is that bas 
brought life and immortality to light' through 


#, 


e goſpel (4)? O What —_—_ grace ald 


od bleſſed 


at he who War oder @ 


divine perfection and attribute, ſhould yet 
rake upon him the human nature, vouch- 
ſafe to be horn of à woman, and made under 
the Law, to redeem them that were under tht 
Low, that we might recetve the adoption of 


Ow great were the pains and ago. 


out his ſoul unto death, and gave up the 


. ghoſt on Mount Calvary "Then it was that 
he paid the mighty debt which was due to 


Law and Juſtice, Then be made bis" foul 
4 ſatrifice (or an offering) for fort, and gave 
bis life @ ranſom for many (Z). Then he ſtood: 
as the ſurety of ſinners, and ſuffered, the juſt 


for. the unjuſt, that be might bring us 10 
Cod (a). Then were laid on bim tbe ini- 


quities of all bis people, then the cbaſtiſement 


| of their peace Was upon bim, and by his firipes 
they were bealed (b). rg 


Art thou then a poor, guilty, convinced 


ſinner, afraid of the curſe of the Law? 

Remember that Chrift hath redeemed us from 

ile einſe of the Law, being made u turſe' for 
4% or it is uritn, Cutſed is very one that 
1315 22 


hangeth 


T2 EK le e) Ne . „ 
. iv. 4, 3. (z) Mart, &. 180 


_4a) x Pet. iii. 18. IIa. Iii. e. 


"4 
| 


 . Ehrough 
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Ao 4 eee Now. Caz1sT hun 

on the tree of the, crols, 8, and Be foffered 

the whole: curſe of the Law, 1 e is there- 
fore tbe end f the Lau 4 eouſniſs G4 
euery one that believeth (d).—Are thy fi 18 

very great, very many, againſt light, again 

conſcience; | haſt thou been gyil of ,groſs, 
aggravated and repeated , back(l; ings ſince 
thy converſion ?, And doſt thou ſay that Im 
hath-utterly ruined thy ſoul? Be it ſo; but 
CHALST: bach ok ruined that which 
hath ruined thee; for be hath mage a. full 
end. of fen (e) 3 yea, he hath quite put ir 
away. by be ſacrifice of himſelf H. And 
though God is juſtly provoked by thy fins 
and 22 yet Ixsus, our great high 


— n (gh and has. brought in an everlaſt- 


ing righteouſneſs (b), which is unto all, and 


upon ail them that believe; for there is no 
difference, (in point of acceptance with Gop) 


ſeeing that all have ſinned and come ſhort e 


vis glory being juſtified freely by his grace, 
the e on that is in Talis US: 


Chriſt (i). 

Neither the Law nor the Goſp el alk whe 

ther thou haſt ſinned ſo and 10 but if thou 

haſt ſinned at all, the Law finds thee guilty, 
and then thou art under the curſe, And 

— S tells thee, that zbough thy 4 be 


NG ii. 13. Row. A. kt. {e Das. ix, 
10 Heb. ix. 26. 9 (2) M N44 31. as 


oP ds i=: wh go Tow. ui. barge 
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bath made reconciliation for all man- 


| 
7 1 


( 36 ) | 
Ms as ſearttt, and many as the ſands of the 
z yet if Gov has:given thee'an heart and 

a deſire to come unto. Jesus CunIisT, bis 

blood cleanſeth from all fin (k);—Before the 

aw, There is none righteous, no not one (). 

— Before the Goſpel, i every cry of guilt 

and of unbelief is ſileneed, and Falls to the 

ground. The language of the Law is,, The 

man that deeth thoſe things ſhall live by tbem( m). 
Abe language of the Goſpel is, Believe in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſbalt be ſaved(n), 
But ſtill thou art afraid of death: and 


fin may juſtly make thee fo, for the wages 


n is . (o). But haſt thou put thy 


cauſe into CHR ISr's hand? Then remem- 
ber, that he hath aboliſhed death (p), and it 
cannot hurt a believer at all ;| becauſe ſin, 
which is the ſting of death, is taken out of 
the way; and death itſelf is ſwallowed 3 
in the victory which Cuaisr himſelf ha 

obtained over it; for be, through bis own 


death on the craſsbarh deftroy ed him that bad 


the power of death, \ that is, the devil; that be 
might deliver them, who through fear of death 


| wwere all their life-time ſubjeft to bondage (9) 
4 inſomuch that every particular believer in 


CHR15T, even the pooreſt weakeſt creature, 
| that doubts whether he has any faith at all, 
may take up the words of St Paul and ſay, 
DO death, where is thy ſting ? O grave, where 
is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin, and 
#he rength of fin i is. the Law : but thanks be 
10 


= * 1 l. 7: | (/) Rom. iii. 10. ie . 
xvi. gi. 


(e) Rom. vi. 23. 


qà—ͥ„ñ 4 


E Tim. i. 10. 3 (2) Hed. i. 145 3 7 


3 


| (7 ) 
God, who giverb us the victory, through' our 
Lord Feſus Chrift (r). In like manner the 
prophet Hoſea, ſpeaking in the name of 
CHRIST, thus triumphs; I will ranſam tbem 
from the power of the grave: I will redeem 
them from death e O death, I will bei thy 
plagues; O grave, I will be thy deſtruttion:; 
Repentance ſball be bid from mine eyes (6) : 
that is, I will in no wile, and upon no ae - 
count, alter the thing that is gone out of 


he: een DA 7 2 mY 

Thus, by the Goſpel every bar is re- 
moved that ſtood between an offended 
Gov, and his ſinful creatures; and all is 
compleated by our glorious IMMANUEL, 
The righteouſneſs of the Law he hath ful- 
filled by his life... The curſe of the Law. 
he - hath taken away by his death. The 
hand- writing is blotted out and nailed to 
the croſs (4), the enmity is ſlain (2). — Sin, 


he hath made a full end of, having put it 


away by the ſacrifice of bimſelf.— Death, he 
hath conquered and aboliſned. The World, 
he hath overcome (x). - All the powers of 
bell and the grave, he hath triumphed over, 
and by his reſurrection hath made a ſbew of 
them openly (y)). Who new ſhall lay any thing © 
to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that 
juſtifieth, | "who is be that condemneth (x) 2 
(r) 1 Cor. xv. 56 —57. ) Hoſea xiii. 14. o 

(7) Col. ii. 14- | (u) Eph ii. 15, 16. 
(x) John avi. 33. (44 Coh li, 15, (a) Rom, ys $33 LOW 
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And if the apoſtle; may be allowed to an- 
fwer his own queſtion, he tells us, that 
there is no condemnation (that is, none from 

any quarter) tu them that are in Chriſt Je- 
fas (x) yiby whom all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, from which they. * not be 
_puſtified by the Lato ef Moſes (y),—Firſt, They 
are freely ſaved from all — ly, They 
2 ROY enriched with all e bleſs- 

us | | 


Firſt then, They have in Carr lis, 
a ſalvation from all evil, v2. .- 

Salvation from the curſe of the Law. | 

5 from the guilt and puniſhment 

+ Salraion g from the reign or dominion of 

- Salvation from the ting of death. 125 

Salvation from the love of the world. 
Salvation from the power of aa hell 
and 1 grave. en 


| thy foe; ads Goſpel of Canr i 15 a Sal- 
vation from the — of all our enemies, 
that we might ſerve bim without fear, in bo- 
Jintſs and righteouſneſs all the days of our 
hves (2). 
And as the Goſpel brings Salvation from 
every curſe, ſo it puts the N in poſ- 
leſſion of every bleſſing: vi ä 
Real union u With CRRIS * (a)... 


„ ree 


% Noi. viii. u O A, . 1% 
1 Bog. l, {hog 75. 0 5 7225 fe 25 93. 
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his 
A ſen 
in the conſeience; the ſoul being: filled 
with ey and pence in believing; and 
abounding in bope N tbe prey s, 

- the boh Cet (4): * 


Adoption into the family of G68 the 
ion in the _— erying, 


Spirit of adopti 
Abba, Father (e). 47 
Perfect love which caſteth out all tore 
menting fer“. 
Fellowſhip and communion! with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, through the 1 in- 
dwelling of the ſpirit (7. 
e with boldneſs, confidence, and 
full aſſurance of faith, to the exe 
race (G.. 


S. ele, through the ſpirit unto 


bedience, the conſcience being ſprink- 
led with the blood of — CHRIST, 
and purged from . 2 to ſerve 


the 
69 Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. 2 date 21. — $7 9 
(%) Rom. v. 1. chap. x0: 13. 2. Pet. 3. 8. 

| (e). Rom. viii. 15. 16. xf 
John iv. 18. Though thin is the certain privilege 


of every. believer, yet it is by no means the portion of 


all, Remaining unbelief, ſeIf-righteoufneſs, neglect of 
watchfulneſs and prayer, indwelling corruption, and too 
often the- lence 'of outward r 
glory of Ct ſrom the eye. of faith, and cauſe the 

oul to walk. heayily upger e delertidns, and the 
hy diygs.of 695 Kountenanccke. My 


() 1 John i. g. Phil. ii. 2. 
0 Eph. M.'12,'Heb. ax. 425 H 
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Free pardon'of all fin, and juſtification of 
rſon as righteous — (e). 
of forgiveneſs, and reconciliation 


* 
0 
——_— ; 


6 
he king Ne * iroadaq and li- 
betty (g). 

| Perſeverance n grace and olige unto 

tte end: the ſoul being kept by the 

power of Go though faith onto ſal- 
* vation [28 in ns 

"In a worg, Compleatneſs in Canus7 (i). 


0 wha 4 glorious diſpenſation. is this 
new Covenant! How full of 
big with mercy ! How Lot. groge ko ich 
2 and precious promiſes, to enliven our 
pes, increaſe our zeal, and quicken our 
feet in the paths of peace and godlineſs 
It is in conſequence of this don 
work of Redemption, that G op can no 
again dwell with man, after all fellowſhip 
and communion with him had been loſt by 
the Fall of Adam; Sin, the cauſe i# all 
the enmity between Gop and man, being 
atoned for, and taken out of the way by the 
one. offering of the body of Chriſt once for 
lk), e is again reſtored; and that 
peace chabliſhed upon a ſure foundation, 
upon better ' promiſes, e a better Cove- 
nant than the Covenant of Works (/). 
Gop now ſends his Spirit into the hearts of 
dead ſinners, to convince them that they 
are by nature children of wrath, and under C| 
condemnation © by. the Law; and to point 2 
gut to chem their remedy by the Goſpel of . 
his Son. — The ſame Nn regenerates and 
ſanckifles 1 


) 1 Pet i. 2. Heb. * of 6% 3 Pre. 4 
& Col, ee WL IT 10. ef Heb, ROY 
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ſanctißies their; 


hearts; making chem ply- 
takers of a divine nature (m); enabling them 


10 put off the od main, which is corrupt ac- 


cording to the deceitful luſts; and to put on the 
new man, which after God is created in rigb- 
teouſneſs and true holineſs.(n)-—Ovr firſt 
birth being a birth in ſin and corruption, 
after the image of the firſt Adam, there 
muſt of neceſſity be a new birth, a new 
creation of the ſoul after the image of the 
ſecond Adam, Jesvs CHRIST, before we can 
enter into the kingdom of heaven: and 
therefore our Lord himſelf aſſures us, that 
except a man be born again, (or botn from 
above) be cannot e le kingdom , God: 


for that which is born of the fl:ſb:1s fleſh, and 
that whith is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit (o). 


No holy: tempers,/,no.good works, (that is; 
none that are; pleaſing and acceptable to 
Gon) will ever be produced, till this change 
takes place through a living faith in the Re- 
deemer: for we. are created in Chriſt Jeſus 
unto good Works (v); and none but thoſe 
who have firſt believed in him, can or will 
be careful to maintain them (g)). 
(z Pet. i. 4. ( Eph. iv, 24. 
0) John iii. 3—6. 1 Perl 23. (8) Eph. ii. 10. 
(e) Tit. ii. 8. The ſame doctrine is taught by our 
Chorch in her Thirreenth Article of Religion, intitled, 
Of Works before Fuſtification. e task 
2] Works done be. ore the grace of Can 18T, and the 
* inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to Gon, for» 
'* aſmuch-as they ſpring not of | faith in JIxsus Curitr'7 
* neither do they make men meet to receive grace, or 
0 88 


perience that the Goſpe 
thou teally born 


5 Wan 
N. 1 us bring theſe things to cloſe 
I 2:4 23 Won yi, 

Has Goh made thee acquainted. with 
thoſe. dleſſings of. which thou haſt been 
reading? Doſt thou know by thy own ex- 
| of — is truly 
ibe..prwer ef Cod uno falvation (r) ? Art 
again: of the Spirit, and 
created anew in CAST Ius? Haſt thou 
mmiced taken him in all his offices, as a 
Prophet to teach thee, a Prieſt to atone for 
ther, a King ta rule over thee and in thee ? 
It: this be not thy cafe, thou art wretched 
indeed] for amd. thou ſhouldſt poſ- 
feſs ten rhouſand dutward comforts, this 
is enough to embirter them all, that thou 


art under the curſe of Gop, and that thou 


_ ſoon, very ſoon die; and reap the 

wages of ſin.— But if thou art intereſted in 
Cnx 18 1, then thou art happy indeed. 
Coine what will, fickneſs, trials, poveriy, 
all is ſent in love, and in the end thou wilt 
know it to be ſo. Endeavour then to keep 
thy faith in exerciſe, and thou ſhalt find 
that all thy croſſes ſhall be ſweetened to thee; 


for all things work together for good to thoſe 


who love God, to thoſe who are the called after 


bis purpoſe (5): i TIRE thou art in the 
number 


= {68 the ſehool e ray) ee grace of congruity : 


es yea rather; ſor that they are not done as Gop hath 
& willed-and commanded them to be done, we doubt 
not but they have the nature of ſin.” Lee rt: "AH. 
0) Rom. i. 16. ö h 
* (4) Rom. viii. 28. 
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0 
number of tkleoſe happy few, for few the 
ate, ho are reatly curmed from darkne/s unto 
light, andfrom the power of: Satan unt G 
and if thou art ftriving; in the ſtreugth of 
Jrsts, to enter in at the ſtrait gate (t), then 
remember it is written, that all-who will ue 
 gouly in Chraft Feſtus ſoalt ſuffer perſerution (u)y 
ank chat you cannot live in triendflip with 
a" world” which” Herb in it ickeducſi (&), for 
tht. fyionuſbip of the world is enmity with Gd; 
dud if any man lo ue the world, tht love of ths 
Father" is not in bim (y). None but thofs 
who take up the eroſs hete, ſhall ever put 
on the crow of grace in glory. I ye were 
Gibt tworld; faith our bleſſed Lon b, the world 
would love its otun; but becauſe ye are not of 
the; world, hut I have choſen you out of the 
Wort therefore. the world bateth you (2). 
Be not therefore conformed to ibis world, but 
let your own cbndòct continually bear wit- 
neſs of the world; that the deeds thereof 
are evil, and be ye transformed in the renew- 

Mg of your mind (a); neither allured by the 

ſmiles, nor terrified by the ſeoffs and revil- 
ifs of the vfigodly and profane; and never 
relurning vailing for railing, but contrariwiſe 


- "Secondly, Remember that you are'not your 
on . but that you ate bought bib. a price; 
nl 10 n # 2. 93900 leit un ene that 
(4) Matt. vii. 13. 14. Acts xxvi. 18. | 
(«).2 Tim. iii. 12. (x) 1 John v. 19. 
(5) James iv. 4. 1 John ii. 15. let 
(2) John xv. 19. (a) Rom. xii. 2. (5) 1 Pet. iii. q. 
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chat you ſhould preſent dur whole ſelf, ſou], 
body, and ſpirit, ra hc uẽ,Huh and living ſa- 
vice (c). The eyes of many will be upon 


Jou to watch for your halting. See then N 
that you give no occaſion to the enemies yo 


of the LO R ta ſpeak evil of the Way of KL, 
truth; but endeayour; through the grace 50 
that is given you, #4 adorn the doctrine of Kc; 
Cad our Saviour in all things, by an unblam- 35 
able life and converſation, And be ready 0 
ac all times Jo give g reaſon of the hope that | ur 
is in you; but let it be with lowlineſs, ntet- u. 
neſs and fear (d). Nothing is a greater evi- th 
Jence that the Goſpel of CuRIST has taken i 
deep root in the heart, than genuine, unaf- 
tected humility of behaviour: and nothing 
is more unbecoming a diſciple of the meek 
and lowly IEsus, than pertneſs, forwardneſs, 
Proud, and giveth grace unto the humble (e). 50 
Thirdly, Remember that though the Law wy 
ried, and done away, as a Covenant of works 90 
by yhich you are to expect Salvation; and pl 
that in this ſenſe all believers are entirely 
divorced from it, and it has no more power yo 
over them, than a dead huſband has over dit 
his wife that is married again (/); yet it. ch 
ſtill remains in full force as a rule of life, I. 
nnn ner fk 1 ed en CO 
(e) 1 Cor vi. 20. (4) 1 Pet. in. 1. 
(e) James iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5. / l 
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hae 
to 0 Ab akat. ate uhited to JItsus Ci by 
that 8 8 of the operation of God (g); 
II Be particularly careful therefore of the 
| Hove Sf harge of every relative duty. Are 
Iso a parent maſter, or miſtreſs? let 
3 Jour duthority be tempered with love ane 
mildneſs: ſee that your example * 
jour children and ſervants be ſuch as be- 
cometh the Goſpel in all things. |Remem- 
ber their ſouls are in à manner committed 
to your charge. It is therefore incumbent 
upon you, to inſtruct them in the great 
truths. of religion; and not only to call 
dem together to worſhip Gop in the fa- 
, mily; but to carry the ſpirit: of your pray- 
| ers into al} your behaviour, words, and 
tions : without this, all ycur profeſfons 
of religion will only tend to harden _— 
and fer them againſt it. 8 

Are you a child or a feind ſhe hat 
you ũbe/ your parents, or maſter or miſ- 
trefs, im all things in the Lord : never giv- 
ing ſurly, impertinent anſwers, but doing 
your duty with all. meekneſs, diligence, and 
good fidelity, in the ſtation wherein i it has 
pleaſed Gop to place vou. 

Are you an huſband or vife? ſee that 
you! avoid. all choſe unhappy jarrings and 
diſcords Which are a ſcandal even 
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watch againſt the. firſt riſings of contentioa, 


{ "or the beginning of Arife, Toys Solomon, 5s 
20 as 
2, 20 Cl, ü. 13. 400 1 6) 1 t oft yeah Ch 


the careleſs and profane. To this end, 


. "40 ) F 
8 2 $4006 Jettelb ont;water ther . 
ee 
| Boget graze of life, that your 
He not hindered (i). Nn © 
Are you a poor day - labourer ſee the 
von contentedly earn your 5 
vent of your brow diligently providi + | 
the neceſſaries of life for your wife  andiff 
children; and be not like too many 8 
| it idling and dtinking at the r 
whilſt their diſtre ſſed families are cry in 
for a morſel of bread at home. Remember 
for yaut comfort, that ſanctifled poverty 
far . to rich ungodlineſs ; and tha 
whatever ynu may want of the; things 0 
{this life, you. are much better off than you 
Lo x and Maſter was, who whilſt he wa 
upon eatth, not only ſuffered the miſerie 
of — and thirſt,” but had not a «mn 
-wherein'to: lay his head ( %. 
Arte you in trade or buſineſs ©-- fe NY 
vou are ſtrictiy quſt, honeſt, and conſcien 
tious gt ep your "dealings = what * 
proach is bro upon ion, 'w 
thoſe who — kiph —— of being 
under its influence, are more over - Teaching 2 
vad more difficult to deal with, than ſuc 
as malte no profeſſions of that kind Ho- 
ureadful is it to hear it affirmed by any per 
.fons of credit and vetacity, that they canno 
9 to ſuch or ſuch a — ſnop wit 


dut paying dearer for their wares, or ”" 
"av an 


(6) Prov, xviis 14. (i) 1 Pet it, 7. (4) Matty viii 2c 
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mme, . 
"IF haps having worſe of the fort than at other 
places; or that another has two prices for 
the ſame goods, and often aſs more than 
he intends to take: Let how many com- 
plaints of this fort do we hear? What need 
then have all who are engaged in trade or 
| buſineſs to watch againſt a carking, worldly, 
covetous heart, than which nothing can be 
None 8 82 * the ſpirit and temper of 
real Chriſtianity ? . xo Mou | 
Thus if you are a true believer in Caunrsr, 
ought you to ſtudy io wall worthy r 
high vocation ; ſeeing it is the very property 
of living faith f purify the heart (u), to 
teork by love (n), and to overcome theworld (o); 
whilſt a careleſs walk, a neglect of the means 
of grace “, or the allowed indulgence of any 
| One 


(n) Acts xv. 19. 6% Gal. 5. 6. (e] 1 John v. 4. 


* By the means of grace are to be underſtood, prayer 
blic and private; reading G o n' word, and hearing 
it preached ; freguentizig the Table of the Loa p; holy 
tonverſe with experienced Chriſtians, and doing all good 
works in our power to the fouls and bodies of our 
Neighbours: for though we do not preſume to ſay that 
there is any merit in theſe things to recommend us to 
the divine favor, yet it is ordinarily in the fincere uſe 
of them that it pleaſes Gop to communicate himſelf to 
his people; and they who are Habitually found in the 
practice of them, do thereby give an hopeful evidence 
that they are truly the children of God. Whereas 
there cannot be a greater proof that a perſon is deſlitute 
of true grace, than his living in the daily allowed neg- 
le& of theſe means. ; 
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all fellow ſhip with the 19 75 
ther and with the Son. Therrfore be ober, 
 bervigilanti (p). tr % oh TR n 5 tk q 
* W Bim that 3s able 10 keep you from 

Bay „ and to preſent you faultleſs be. 
preſence of his glory with exceeds 
9 77 o the only wiſe God our Sd. 

Th, at plory-and maj 55 „ Hominion and 
4 th now an ever. ü 

85 e, eee 
Z 441 1 e. v. 8. 0 Jade ng. | . | 
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